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About the lecture  The Moral Efficiency of Clinical Development in Cancer

According to recent estimates, pharmaceutical firms spend on the order of $1.4-2.8B USD to develop each new drug. While such figures can inform policy, they fail to capture the most morally relevant inputs and outputs in drug development. In this talk, I introduce the concept of “moral efficiency,” which describes the relationship between morally significant inputs like patient welfare, outputs like clinically impactful advances, and residuals like uninformative and/or misinformative research findings. I then describe several research efforts in my group aimed at tracking various aspects of moral efficiency in cancer drug development. I close by outlining some of the ethical and policy implications of this work, its limitations, and several unresolved questions about moral efficiencies in cancer drug development.


