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Dear PhD students,
At the beginning of 2026, a new term of office of the Council of the JU PhD Student
Association began, bringing with it new challenges, plans, and opportunities for joint action.
I am writing to you as the newly elected President of the JU PhD Student Association.
In the work of the Board, I will be supported by:
e Karol Gérecki (SDNSiP) — Vice-President for Culture and Information

(contact: karol.gorecki(@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)

e Zuzanna Kopania (SDNS) — Vice-President for Financial Affairs

(contact: zuzanna.kopania@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)

e Joanna Nachman (SDNH) — Vice-President for Scientific Affairs

(contact: joanna.nachman(@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)

e Szymon Wierzbicki (SDNSiP) — Vice-President for Organisational Affairs
(contact: szymon.wierzbicki@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)
The Council will also include Joanna Adamczyk (SDNH), Maria Adamska (SDNSiP),
Kaja Bator (SDNH), Wiktor Czerwonka (SDNSiP), Agata Kuzma (SDNSiP), Anna Owczarek
(SDNH), and Jan Piecuch (SDNSiP).

I am committed to ensuring strong representation of every Doctoral School within the
Council of the JU PhD Student Association. Therefore, Sarah Duk from the Doctoral School
of Medical and Health Sciences has been appointed TD UJ’s Proxy for the Jagiellonian
University Medical College (sarah.duk(@uj.edu.pl).

At the same time, | would like to sincerely thank the previous Board, led by Adam R.
Parol, President of the JU PhD Student Association in 2025. I look forward to continued
cooperation and a valuable exchange of experience that will allow the JU PhD Student

Association to further develop and act effectively for the benefit of our community.
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New Structure of the PhD Students’ Society of the Jagiellonian

University
The structure of the JU PhD Student Association is based on the work of committees and

thematic teams. Below, I present the current structure of the committees of the JU PhD Student
Association, which we have modified following consultations with the previous Board,
drawing in particular on the experience of the Cultural Committee. I would like to thank
Matgorzata Kopania, Vice President for Cultural Affairs in 2025, for this contribution.

If you would like to join the activities of any of the committees or become involved in
the work of the teams, [ warmly encourage you to do so. We create the Association together,

and we need your voice, experience, and energy.
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I would also like to assure you that you can contact us with any problem, question, or

idea. Please remember to reach out not only to me directly, but also to the relevant Committees,

Teams, and Doctoral Councils. We act together, for us, PhD students, and we strive to represent

our interests as effectively as possible in the everyday functioning of the University.
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Plans of the JU PhD Student Association for 2026

Many activities lie ahead within the individual committees and teams, and I hope you will

contribute to the initiatives undertaken by the JU PhD Student Association. In particular, we

are planning:

e continuation of work on the new Regulations of the JU PhD Student Association,
initiated by Maciej Wcisto, President of the Association, and continued by Adam R. Parol,

o further activities within the Team for Amendments to the Statutes of the Jagiellonian
University, coordinated on behalf of PhD students by Szymon Wierzbicki,

e representation of PhD students in the Senate of the Jagiellonian University, Rector—Dean
Colleges, and university committees,

e work within the Research Grants Team, including matters related to funding conference

trips and PhD students’ publications,
e organisation of the PhD Students’ Ball by the Cultural and Information Committee
(kultura.tduj@uj.edu.pl) and the Team for PhD Students Integration (Team Chair:

Kaja Bator, kaja.bator(@doctoral.uj.edu.pl),

e training trips for members of the JU PhD Student Association and integration trips for new

PhD Students.

Committees of the JU PhD Student Association

Cultural and Information Committee
Coordination: Karol Gorecki, Vice-President for Culture and Information (contact:

karol.gorecki(@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)

The Committee is responsible for communication, promotion, integration of the doctoral
community, and events organised by the PhD Student Association. Its main goals for 2026
include:

¢ increasing PhD students’ awareness of the PhD Student Association as their representative

body at the Jagiellonian University, as well as strengthening the Association’s recognition
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and significance locally and nationally (including cooperation with, among others, the
Krakow Association of Doctoral Students, the Doctoral Forum of Polish Universities, and
the Polish National Association of Doctoral Candidates),
¢ maintaining and ultimately expanding the range of available cultural, integration, artistic,
tourist, and sports events, offering free (or low-cost) events accessible to all PhD students,
e ensuring accessibility and transparency of the Association’s activities, including translating
all published posts and documents, avoiding profiling content for specific subgroups, and

informing PhD students about matters concerning them.

Financial Committee
Coordination: Zuzanna Kopania, Vice-President for Financial Affairs (contact:

zuzanna.kopania@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)
The Committee is responsible for the financial management of the JU PhD Student
Association. Its main task is overseeing the Association’s budget, which involves close

cooperation with all other committees.

Scientific Committee
Coordination: Joanna Nachman, Vice-President for Scientific Affairs (contact:

joanna.nachman@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)

The Committee focuses on activities supporting the academic development of PhD students at

the Jagiellonian University. In particular, it is responsible for:

¢ initiating and supporting academic, interdisciplinary, and research dissemination initiatives
carried out by PhD students,

e publishing the Monographs of the PhD Student Association of the Jagiellonian University,

e organizing academic events such as academic salons, thematic meetings, and debates,

e cooperation with other JU units and doctoral organizations in matters related to research

and scholarship.
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Organisational Committee
Coordination: Szymon Wierzbicki, Vice-President for Organisational Affairs (contact:

szymon.wierzbicki@doctoral.uj.edu.pl)

The Committee is responsible for the efficient functioning of the PhD Student Association and

the coordination of its activities. Its main tasks include:

e coordinating elections of PhD students’ representatives to the Faculty and Institute
Councils,

e providing social and legal support to PhD students, including interventions in crisis
situations, assistance with issues related to doctoral training regulations, and drafting and
reviewing legal acts on behalf of the Association,

e cnsuring transparency of procedures and effective internal communication within the
Association,

e conducting research and analyses concerning the status of PhD students at the Jagiellonian

University.

Doctoral Schools Councils

In February 2026, the new terms of office of the Doctoral Schools Councils will begin. In each
School, PhD students are represented by two individuals who safeguard the interests of our
community at the level of the Doctoral School and remain in constant contact with the JU PhD
Student Association. In cooperation with the PhD Student Councils of Doctoral Schools
(RDSD), they are responsible for matters related to Doctoral Schools, both in formal and
integration/cultural terms.

I encourage you to follow information concerning the activities of the Doctoral Schools
Councils and the RDSD, and to contact their representatives. This is an important level of

doctoral candidate representation within the University structure.
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e SDNH: https://human.phd.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/o-nas/rada-doktorantow,

https://human.phd.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/o-nas/rada-szkoly
e SDNMiNoZ: https://doktoranci.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/rdsd,

https://szkoladoktorska.cm-uj.krakow.pl/en/about-us/school-council/

e SDNS: https://social-sciences.phd.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/towarzystwo-doktorantow-sdns-uj,

https://social-sciences.phd.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/about _us/school council

e SDNSIP: https://society.science.phd.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/about-us,

https://science.phd.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/wladze/rada-szkoly

I encourage you to actively engage in the activities of the JU PhD Student Association,

participate in events, and co-create initiatives addressed to our community.

Let’s stay in touch online as well!

PhD Students’ Society website: https://doktoranci.uj.edu.pl/en GB/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/towarzystwodoktorantow

Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1105992539457526

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/doktoranci.tduj/

Kind regards,
Agata Kempa
President of the Jagiellonian University PhD Student Association
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